Whiskey Before Breakfast

by Alan Munde

This is from the newly released Great Picking Tunes for Banjo by Alan Munde, Mel Bay MB20595BCD.

When arranging tunes commonly associated with the fiddle for the banjo, I sometimes listen to recordings and
try to capture the exactness of the fiddle players view of the tune. To further capture the tune, I sometimes use
standard musical notated transcriptions of a particular players take on a tune.

Other times as in this arrangement of Whiskey Before Breakfast, I listen and try to capture the essence of the
tune without trying to replicate any particular players version. As a result, this is like no other’s arrangement
and in fact could be said to depart from the melody too much although as you listen to it I believe you will

unmistakably recognize it for the tune that it is. Such is life in the folk process.

It is a tricky but playable and, I think, beautiful arrangement of a tricky and beautiful tune.

Click for an mp3.

Tuning: ADGBD

Whiskey Before Breakfast
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Alan Munde needs no introduction to long-time Bluegrass fans. From
his early creative work with Sam Bush in Poor Richard’s Almanac to his
traditional bluegrass apprenticeship with Jimmy Martin and the Sunny
Mountain Boys to his 21-year stint anchoring the landmark Country
Gazette, Alan has blazed a trail as one of the most innovative and
influential banjo players of all time. Along the way, Alan also recorded
and contributed to numerous instrumental recordings, including the
2001 IBMA Instrumental Album of the Year - “Knee Deep in Bluegrass”.
Alan has supplemented his recorded work with several instructional
publications for the banjo, and, since 1986, Alan has taught Bluegrass and Country Music at
South Plains College in Levelland, Texas, a program which has produced many professional
musicians nationwide. In recent years, Alan has performed and recorded as a duo with his
South Plains faculty colleague (and former Gazette-mate) Joe Carr and is currently the
leader of The Alan Munde Gazette (http://AlanMundeGazette.com) Alan’s extensive body of
recorded work, his instructional materials, and his work at South Plains (including the annual
“Camp Bluegrass” http://CampBluegrass.com) has solidified his status as one of the true
“gurus” of the 5-string.



